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Dulce est desipete in loco.                         Hon. Lib. iv. Od. xn. 28.

Wisdom at pioper times is well forgot.

LOCKE, whom there is no reason to suspect of being a fa-
vourer of idleness or libertinism, has advanced, that who-
ever hopes to employ any part of his time with efficacy and
vigour, must allow some of it to pass in trifles. It is be-
yond the powers of humanity to spend a whole life in pro-
found study and intense meditation, and the most rigorous
exacters of industry and seriousness have appointed hours
for relaxation and amusement.

It is certain, that, with or without our consent, many of
the few moments allotted us will slide imperceptibly away,
and that the mind will break, from confinement to its
stated task, into sudden excursions. Severe and con-
nected attention is preserved but for a shoit time; and
when a man shuts himself up in his closet, and bends his
thoughts to the discussion of any abstruse question, he will
find his faculties continually stealing away to more pleasing
entertainments. He often perceives himself transported,
he knows not how, to distant tracts of thought, and returns
to his first object as from a dream, without knowing when
he forsook it, or hoAv long he has been abstracted from it.

It has been observed that the most studious are not
always the most learned. There is, indeed, no great diffi-
culty in discovering that this difference of proficiency may
arise from the difference of intellectual powers, of the
choice of books or the convenience of information. But
I believe it likewise frequently happens that the most re-
cluse are not the most vigorous prosecutors of study.
Many impose upon the world, and many upon themselves,
by an appearance of severe and exemplary diligence, when
they, in reality, give themselves up to the luxury of fancy,
please their minds with regulating the past, or planning
the future ; place themselves at will in varied situations of
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